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CFJ Choir Practice 
Tuesday, 7 PM
Venue: Ambiente Jln Senopati No. 70
Contact Person: 
Fransiska Darmawan 
(+62812-8252-0070)

CFJ Bible Fellowship 
Wednesday, 7 PM
Venue: Central or South or North 
Jakarta, will be broadcasted
Contact Person: 
Jessica Winarko
(+62815-9398-708)

CFJ Newsletter Team
Contact Person:
Tania Tanagra (+62818-778-393)

CFJ Kids 
(weekly Sunday School)
Open to children the ages of 3-7
Venue: Gereja Katolik St. Perawan 
Maria Ratu (Blok Q Church)
Time: 11 AM
Contact Persons:
Michelle Salim (+62818-0732-5678)
Cynthia Wijaya (+62812-8419-1388)

CFJ Mass Servers
Lectors & Altar servers
Contact person:
Giovanni Rasidy (+62 818-0828-4110) 

CFJ Ushers & Audio Visual
Contact person:
Mardhika (+62 818-717-325)

Get Involved !

   E   info@cfjakarta.com
  W  www.cfjakarta.org
        facebook.com/cfjakarta
        @catholicfellowshipjakarta

It’s that time of year again. December has come and with it all the joys of Christmas. 
But what is the real meaning of Christmas? Is it the gifts under the tree, the lights in 
the windows, the cards in the mail, turkey dinners with family and friends, snow in 
the yard, stockings hanging in the living room, and shouts of “Merry Christmas” to 
those who pass us in the streets? Is this really Christmas?

For many people, Christmas is a time of sorrow. They don’t have the extra money to 
buy presents for their children, family, and friends. Many are saddened at Christmas 
time when they think of their loved ones who will not be able to come home for 
various reasons. Turkey dinners may be only a wish and not a reality for some.

Yet, Christmas can be a season of great joy. It is a time of God showing His great 
love for us. It can be a time of healing and renewed strength. Christmas is when we 
celebrate the birth of the Christ child. God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to be 
born. His birth brought great joy to the world. 

Why did He come? Why did God send His son to this sometimes cruel and hard 
world? He sent Jesus to us so that one day, He would grow up to become a very     
important part of history. He brought salvation to all of us. Without Jesus, we 
would all die in our sins.

Jesus was born so one day the price could be paid for the things we have done that 
are wrong. The Bible says that all have sinned. We are all born with a sin nature. 
We do things that do not please God. We need to have that removed. The only way 
is through Jesus. Jesus came so He could die on the cross for all of our sins. If we 
believe that Jesus died for our sins, we can ask Him to come into our hearts and give 
us a new life.

So, we can all say that Christmas, the birth of Jesus itself is a miracle for us! We 
do not seek for any miracles, just look into our hearts and find the Christmas Joy 
and Peace. Look at Christmas in a new way this year. This is the year to invite Jesus 
into your heart. You will then have a “Merry Christmas.” The joy and peace you will        
receive will last all year as you look to God for all your needs to be met. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

By agnes juniper Husada

joy to the world



By Cynthia H Wijaya

Encountering the living christ

CrosswordChristmas By Anastasia Liando

On 10-12 November 2017, 135 participants joined CFJ’s Annual 
2017 retreat that was facilitated by Domus Cordis and Fr. Har-
tono Budi. It was a memorable weekend full of fruitful teach-
ings and experiences. The retreat’s mission is to bring people 
to understand and accept Christ as their personal savior, and 
that our God is not far away up in Heaven but He is in fact close 
and reachable in our hearts. The big questions are actually: ‘Do 
we want to get to know Him?’ and ‘Do we want to have a close 
relationship with Him?’

The retreat teachings guided us through the steps of under-
standing and building a relationship with Christ. Firstly, we 
were all awakened by God’s invitation to fall in love with Him 
and His unconditional love for each of us. In Psalm 139 we are 
reminded that God will meet us wherever we are in our lives 
and that He knows us so well that nothing is ever hidden from 
Him. It is through His infinite love for us that He gave His only 
son, Jesus Christ, to be crucified for our sins. This is the most 
powerful act of love and salvation. When our hearts can ac-
cept this, then only can we start entering a ‘New Life in Christ’. 

Many sees a ‘New Life’ would entail leaving the past behind 
for a better future. However, what we often forget is that our 
ideas and plans are not similar to God’s. In fact, His plans are 
way above our imaginations! Therefore, instead of focusing on 
that list that you created by yourself, you should first ask God 
‘What kind of new life do you want for me?’. The funny thing 
is for most of us it is a lot harder to just pray, listen and wait for 
His answer. This is where faith plays an imperative role. If you 
claim to love and trust Him then you must surrender your life 
and plans to Him completely.

This does not relieve us from our responsibilities to reconcile 
with Him and to repent on our sins. As what St. Augustine had 
stated ‘Our hearts are restless until we rest in God’. Reconciling 
our relationship with God means to repent and to leave our 
old sins. Hard decisions and sacrifices have to be made, but 
remember God’s promises in Isaiah 40:29 and Isaiah 41:10. 
Lastly, a new life does not necessarily mean you are free from 
pain, as long as you live you will never be free from it, but it 
is a time of confidence. You are confident that you love Him, 
He loves you and you know you are secure in His infinite love 
and protection. Now isn’t that what everyone wants in an ideal 
relationship?

ACROSS
2    They help Santa.
3    He has a very shiny nose.
7    Kind of songs we sing at Christmas.
8    We put these on the tree and around the house.
9    The reindeer pull this.
10  We are given these.
12  Bright and shiny, we turn them on.
14  We send these by post.

DOWN
1    Jingle ____.
4    Dasher, _____, prancer, vixen, comet, cupid, donner, blitzen
5    We hang these by the chimney.
6    The day after Christmas.
11  We decorate this with baubles.
13  This sometimes goes on top of the Christmas Tree.



Answering your questions 
on being a modern Catholic

ask daddy d

Dear Daddy D,
Do we have to attend both Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Mass?
Sleep Early Wake Up Late

Dear Sleepyhead,
Do we have to or do we not have to, comes back to our own conscience. Yes, 
the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Mass are different masses. 

The Christmas Eve Midnight Mass is the mass where we emulate the                      
shepherds and the Magi journeying and anticipating the birth of Baby Jesus in 
the manger, with a beautiful procession and proclamation that is truly serene 
and heartwarming. Christmas Day Mass is the mass where we celebrate the 
coming of Jesus into the world, with friends, family, and fellow Christians. In 
a nutshell you can say that Christmas Eve is where we patiently and solemn-
ly await the coming and welcome Jesus into the world, and Christmas Day is 
when we celebrate the joy of our Savior coming into the world. 

The Catholic Church recommends that we go to both (i.e. going to one doesn’t 
mean you can skip the other), but do we have to attend both? Well, I guess that 
goes down to how much we love sweet baby Jesus. 

Got any questions?
Email Daddy D at  info@cfjakarta.com

CFJ Choir CFJ Praise and Worship 

CFJ Bible Fellowship

CFJ Teens Thanksgiving Dinner CFJ Retreat Comittee 
with Fr. Hartono Budi, SJ
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CHristmas miracle

Newsletter Design by Anastasia Liando

Christmas miracle for me is the significance of the birth or Jesus Christ itself. It is 
always intriguing to think that The Lord, The Supreme Being of The Universe would 
care to humble himself to be born in a carpenter family, in a cave in Bethlehem with 
company of shepherds and cattle. He is the all powerful and omnipotent, He could 
have chosen to be born a royal prince but he didn’t. He must have wanted to us to 
understand a certain message about this. His humble birth conveys a message of 
‘humility’. Instead of coming to earth as a ruler, He was born in meekness, to be one 
of us and to serve not to rule. He also wants His follower to serve one another, not 
to rule one another.

Christmas is also a perfect time to reflect back on what we have done this year in our 
service to God, our relationship with family and friends, and our personal aspiration. 
Are they pleasing for God? Have we tried our best effort? Are we thankful enough 
for what we have? Or are we being the prodigal son who wasted precious time and 
blessings from God? What can I improve next year? Those questions are of course, 
personal, and each one of us will have different answers. For me, I am really thankful 
for what happened this year. I’m thankful for all the chances given to serve in this 
community, I’m thankful for people who trusted me in my professional works, and of 
course I’m thankful that I have wonderful friends and family who always supported 
me no matter what. Having another chance to look back, reflect, and plan for im-
provement next year is a precious personal Christmas miracle for me.

I hope you can also have that moment to reflect back, be thankful, and plan for 
next year’s improvements. And last but not least, I want to wish you a Very Merry       
Christmas and Happy New Year!

Edward Kurniawan

Winda Widyanputri

This year forced me to reevaluate my relationship with God. My love for God was 
tested on a daily basis. That was when I realised that I had to make myself fall in love 
with God, again. For those who are wondering, if it is possible to fall for Him again so 
you can reestablish your relationship with God. The answer is yes. However it is not 
an overnight “yes”. Be sure you will sink into pitfalls, taken to detours, and tempted 
with shortcuts along the way. But do not avoid it. Instead, embrace it. 

There is no perfect recipe to fall in love with God all over again. But the reason my 
love for Him stood the test of time was my choice to fall  and actually stay in love. 
And it starts with faith. You must believe what you have not yet seen because that’s 
what faith is, being certain of something you have not seen or feel. I encourage you 
to have the need to to be serious with your faith. Up to the point where it infects 
your life so that it transforms your heart. Which is why this Bible verse jumped out 
to me the most: Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from 
it— Proverbs 4:23. Your heart will be the catalyst for every decision you make based 
on your love and relationship with Him. Remember your relationship with Christ is 
bigger and more important than any other relationship. 

The more you love Him, the better you will serve Him. However the purpose of      
serving should not be from craving praise or acknowledgement from others. In order 
to give love, you must have love in your heart. Become a contributor, not a con-
sumer. You will strengthen a muscle of selfness-ness that you never knew you had. At 
the end of the day, it is not about what people see or hear about you that matters.           
Instead it is what is in your heart that will keep your love for Him long-lasting.

cfj choir and Bible fellowship

VIce of CFJ Marketing 
and social media,

CFJ Bible Fellowship and choir


