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Get Involved !
CFJ Bible Fellowship
Wednesday, 7 PM
Venue: Central or South Jakarta,
will be broadcasted weekly
Contact Person:
Kelvin Sutandar (+62 812-8183-4550)
CFJ Choir Practice
Tuesday, 7 PM
Venue: Ambiente Jln Senopati No. 70
Contact Person:
Fransiska Dharmawan
(+62 812-8252-0070)
CFJ Kids
Weekly Sunday School, 11 AM
Open to children the ages of 3-7
Venue: Gereja Katolik St. Perawan
Maria Ratu (Blok Q Church)
Contact Person:
Michelle Salim (+62 818-0732-5678)
Friska Ruslim (+62 812-6743-218)
CFJ Mass Servers
Lectors & Altar servers
Contact Person:
Giovanni Rasidy (+62 818-0828-4110)
CFJ Newsletter Team
Contact Person:
Anastasia Liando (+62 812-8800-0821)
CFJ Ushers & Audio Visual
Contact person:
Mardhika Riady (+62 818-717-325)

E info@cfjakarta.com
W www.cfjakarta.org
facebook.com/cfjakarta
@catholicfellowshipjakarta

Catholic Fellowship Jakarta Newsletter

Reality check :
Has Valentine’s Day become
overrated for most people?
by Cynthia H Wijaya
How important is it for you to have a date and receive flowers? Is Valentine’s
really about bouquets, chocolates or single awareness day (SAD)? Well the truth
is that they do matter greatly for most of us due to the hype created by marketing
gimmicks. We are all suckers for Valentine’s day promotional campaigns, but now
let us go back to the very basic of it: What is this day really about? These temporary
tangible things are wants not needs. Valentine’s was created to celebrate humans’
freedom to love and be loved. However, it is undeniable that most of us have taken
advantage of this freedom by playing with it.
On January 8th 2018, the Pope gave a homily to remind us that love equates to
stability. He addressed the importance of stability in relationships for the future:
“Stability is created when founded upon faithful and lasting relationship of a man
and woman. A house built on the sand of frail and fickle relationships cannot stand.
What is needed is instead a rock on which to build solid foundations. This rock is the
faithful and indissoluble communion of love that joins man and woman”. Do not
be swayed or influenced by the modern misconception of love or dating. Everyone
should aspire to find stability in their relationships rather than flowers, gifts in blue
boxes, temporary companions or etc.
In addition, love is not to be shared only with your spouses or partners. It must
be shared with your families and friends, just like what Jesus taught us ‘Love one
another as I have loved you’. Hence, stop groveling on your singleness! If you have
so much love to give then give it out to your parents, siblings, friends and most
importantly to GOD. Remember His everlasting love and His desire for you to love
each other the way He loves you.
Therefore, the question becomes: “Do I still need to buy that flower?” Well the
answer is Yes, if u still want to. If you want to be extra with your partner then go for
it! But remember what really matters and that one day is not enough to prove your
love to someone.

the right direction
By anastasia liando
A new year calls for new resolutions. Before you make an
unrealistic one, let’s start by doing some life reflections.
Tracing back from how you start 2017, list down all the good
and bad situations that happened. Take note of all the decisions you have taken and how it has mold you into who you are
today. Did it bring you closer to Him? If your answer is no, then
maybe this is the year to start walking on the right direction.

Believe me when I say, God always listen to our prayers.
And often times it is us who are too proud to hear and see
His answers. He tends to put you through the toughest times
to make you humble. For only with a humble heart, you will
genuinely seek and crave for His presence in your life. As it was
written in Jeremiah 29:13, “You will seek me and find me; when
you seek me with all your heart“.

What is the “right direction”? For me, it is to obey God. It
wasn’t easy at first, especially for a stubborn, proud and impatient person like myself. But one thing I did right last year is
to start praying and bringing every problem I face into prayer.

Keep God first in your life and everything else will resume
order. Make yourself an obedient child as you journey through
life. When you are lost, you can always rely on your Father to
lead you back to the right direction.

Valentine’s

word search
by Tania Tanagra

LOVE
FRIENDSHIP
FAMILY
HUGS
KISSES
HEART
FEBRUARY
AFFECTION
CHERISH
DEVOTION
RELATIONSHIP
BOND
CHOCOLATE
FLOWERS
LAUGHTER

ANSWERS FOR LAST MONTH’S CROSSWORD :
ACROSS : 2.Elves ; 3.Rudolph ; 7.Carols ; 8.Decorations ; 9.Sleigh ; 10.Gifts ; 12.Lights ; 14.Cards
DOWN : 1.Bells ; 4.Dancer ; 5.Stockings ; 6.Boxing Day ; 11.Tree ; 13.Star

ask daddy d

Answering your questions on being a modern Catholic
Dear Daddy D,
I am single – and happily single – and unsure that I want to get
married. If God created marriage as a union that is “till death
do us part”, why are there so many separations and divorces in
the world?
Single Woke And Grateful
Dear SWAG,
First and foremost, let us remember that God created marriage
– but man created divorce, arising from our own selfishness and
self-centeredness.
God indeed wants our union to last a
lifetime – to provide each other, and
any offspring granted by God with continuing support and love. Remember
that He sees family as a little church,
and He would not want His church to
break apart.

Mark 10:2-12 clearly underlines what Jesus thinks on the
matter. In verse 5, He said that it is because of the “hardness
of your hearts” Jewish religious law allowed divorce, and in
verse 9 is the everlasting verse “Therefore what God has joined
together, no human being must separate”.
I realized that sometimes life, as a couple can be hard, where
differences could lead to personal incompatibility. This is why
a prolonged period of dating (a rule of thumb of 18 months)
is recommended to truly know each other. Truly building,
nurturing and sustaining a relationship needs a lot of wisdom,
patience, and perseverance – we can look to the example of
Saint Joseph, who despite all the struggles within him stuck by
Mother Mary when she was conceiving Jesus, overcoming his
selfishness with his selflessness.

Got any questions?

Email Daddy D at info@cfjakarta.com

CFJ Praise & Worship and Choir collaborate
during “Hope be my Anthem” woship night

CFJ Choir on duty for
Christmas Eve mass

CFJ members on duty
for Christmas Mass

CFJ Bible Fellowship
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NEW BEGINNINGS
2017 has been such a blessing to me. I
learned so much about myself, and I’m so
grateful to have been able to experience
God like never before. In time, as I grow
in faith, I notice my New Year’s resolutions
slowly changing.
In 2018, I hope to make more time for
others, to make sure people around me
feel appreciated, to take care of others in
need. Secondly, develop a deeper relationship with God, where I can listen and talk
to Him more, because I believe this is the
backbone to everything that I am. Lastly, to
be happy - as Pope Francis puts it, “To be
happy is to find strength in forgiveness and
love in disagreements.”

Amanda prasetiya
cfj choir and LECTOR

My favorite Bible verse to go with the New
Year’s resolutions is from Jeremiah 29:11
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not
for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”

“Out with the old, in with the new!” One, amongst many other statements which
aptly express the spirit of the new year. Yet, how many of us are still struggling
with the unaccomplished 2017 resolutions as 2018 is fast approaching? Or even
worse, still carrying the 2016 checklist into your 2017 resolves? As for myself, I still
have that “Move out of your parent’s basement” checklist from my college days
unmarked.
Old habits do die hard. And willpower is a finite resource. No matter how hard you
push yourself to change, you’ll run out of fuel and gravitate back to status quo. For
years, I have been struggling with my ego, my pride. When everything is good, it was
easy to be conscious and practice humility. But when stress and pressure come into
play, I reverted back to my old self.
Towards the end of the year, the Bible Fellowship discussed our identity as the
image of Christ and I felt something different. Knowing that Christ lives in me was
truly empowering as I am being reminded of my almighty ally. I am still battling my
arrogance but I can feel the tide is turning, as Psalms 5:12 say, “For you bless the
righteous, O Lord ;you cover him with favor as with a shield.”

Kelvin Sutandar

CFJ Bible Fellowship and choir
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