
Life does not go as planned, and that’s a fact of life. Seven years ago I had a plan: Finish 
College and work in the non-profit sector. It did not go as planned: I was offered work by 
a non-profit in Uganda, but I chickened out. So three years ago I made a plan, finish law 
school and then be a lawyer in Singapore. The Singapore legal market took a downturn, 
and now I’m working in Indonesia (not as a lawyer). The Prussian strategist von Moltke 
says “No plan survives first contact with the enemy,” and more colloquially, Murphy 
says “Anything that can go wrong, does.” Inevitably, the proverbial dung will hit the fan.

At times, I was to blame for the failures of my plans. At other times, it was the realities 
of life. God, however, was with me each time my life was redirected (though I cannot 
say that I was listening to Him each time). When life takes an unplanned tumble, we 
grieve, we regret, we are confused (at least I am). But once all that is good and done, 
then the goal simply should be to discern God’s will in our new situation. Easier said 
than done, I agree. I pray, but usually the answer I get is: “You decide.” 

God has given us the Bible and the Church, from which we can know His values, His 
loves, and His calls to those who follow Him. God has given me the ways to know 
Him, and the ways in which He has asked us to live our lives. So whatever may hap-
pen to our plans, God’s blueprint of our lives never changes. So when life takes a 
tumble, in the end it may be up to us to see it as a new beginning, an opportunity for 
a new ministry with God.
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CFJ Choir Practice 
Tuesday, 7 PM
Venue: Ambiente Jln Senopati No. 70
Contact Person: 
Fransiska Darmawan 
(+62812-8252-0070)

CFJ Bible Fellowship 
Wednesday, 7 PM
Venue: Central or South or North 
Jakarta, will be broadcasted
Contact Person: 
Jessica Winarko
(+62815-9398-708)

CFJ Newsletter Team
Contact Person:
Tania Tanagra (+62818-778-393)

CFJ Kids 
(weekly Sunday School)
Open to children the ages of 3-7
Venue: Gereja Katolik St. Perawan 
Maria Ratu (Blok Q Church)
Time: 11 AM
Contact Persons:
Michelle Salim (+62818-0732-5678)
Cynthia Wijaya (+62812-8419-1388)

CFJ Mass servers
Lectors & Altar servers
Contact person:
Giovanni Rasidy (+62 818-0828-4110) 

CFJ Ushers & Audio Visual
Contact person:
Mardhika (+62 818-717-325)

Get Involved !

   E   info@cfjakarta.com
  W  www.cfjakarta.org
        facebook.com/cfjakarta
        @catholicfellowshipjakarta

when life doesn’t go 
according to your plans

by Aditya Tanojo



Right, so it usually comes and the weirdest point in our lives. 
Sometimes when we are going through hard times we want 
it so bad, to just put all our problems in the past and push 
the restart button in life. Other times it comes out of the blue 
when we feel like we’re not ready to let go or we’re just not 
ready to overcome what’s ahead of us. 

One thing that’s for certain though is that God’s timing is 
never off. In Acts 1:7 God said “It is not for you to know the 
times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.” God 
knows what is best for us, maybe we need to seek God or 
learn something before new beginnings are to come or maybe 
we are ready to let go and move on but we just need a hard 
push from God. 

ACROSS
4    “In the same way, let your ______ shine before others,
       that they may see your good deeds and glorify your
       father in heaven” Matthew 5:16
5    “After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the
       week, Mary _______ and the other Mary went to look
       at the tomb.” Matthew 28:1
6    _____ The Baptist
7    How many apostles does Jesus have?
8   “Jesus told them another parable: the kingdom of
      heaven is like a man who sowed good ____ in his field”
      Matthew 13:24
9    Jesus’ Father

DOWN
1    The town where Jesus was born
2    What is a simple story used to illustrate a moral or 
      spiritual lesson, as told by Jesus in the Gospels
3    Sermon on the _______

So what do we do in confusing times as such? Having faith is 
not just believing that God will do what’s best for us, but also 
reacting upon it. Hey, action speaks louder than words. When 
you’re stuck in a rut, don’t just sit there doing nothing believing 
that God will sort everything out for you in the name of faith. 
Don’t be lazy, God gave you problems for you to learn and grow 
from them. So meditate, do some reflection, or read the bible 
or whatever means it is for you to become a better person. You 
might say that despite all your efforts in trying to learn and grow 
it might feel like a dead end without answers but truthfully if 
God wants to communicate to you, He will guide you and you 
might even be enlightened through the most bizarre incidents. 

When it’s time for a fresh start, you keep your faith, ask for guid-
ance and do what God has decided for you. Don’t try to logic 
your way out by saying you’re not ready because of this or that, 
your logic loses over what God has planned for you bruh.

by Tania Tanagra

ANSWERS FOR LAST MONTH’S CROSSWORD :
ACROSS : 1. Mark ; 3. Luke ; 4. Genesis ; 6. Seven ; 8. Old
DOWN : 1. Matthew ; 2. Revelation ; 3. Love ; 5. Six ; 7. New

by Selena Mranata

New beginnings

CROssword puzzle the book
of MATTHEW



Answering your questions on being 
a modern Catholic

ask daddy d
Dear Daddy D,
I want to go to church with my significant other, but he/she is not 
Catholic – is it okay to bring them to mass and are they allowed 
to join?
Lovebug

Dear Lovebug,
The house of God is open to all, and all are welcome, regardless 
of their faith and beliefs – as long as they come with an open 
heart and mind of course.  Colossians 3:11 says: “In that renewal 
there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all”. 

Dear Daddy D,
Is it possible to do confession through the phone?
Lassie

While it may be possible to do confession through the phone 
if you’re stuck in the middle of nowhere with no church in 
sight – but as long as there is a church and a priest around, 
you should confess in person.

This is not necessarily to legitimize your confession, but to 
ensure that your confession becomes true repentance. When 
you are talking about your deepest feelings, guilt and secrets 
in person to someone, that is when everything truly comes 
out and your soul will truly feel liberated. While if you do it 
through phone, it all feels a bit limited and like a formality.     

A confession is a repentance that comes from the heart, thus 
just like when you are confessing your love to someone, you 
want to be able to let it all out, in your words, your facial     
expression, your body language. Don’t you agree?

Got any questions?
Email Daddy D at  info@cfjakarta.com

Dear Lassie,
Answering that question is similar to 
answering this question: would you 
apologize for a wrong to someone 
you love by text/ phone if you really 
mean it? I’m pretty sure you won’t 
– heck, you’d come in person with 
cakes and flowers if need be. 

Thus it falls to us to ensure that when 
our significant other comes to mass 
with us, they fully understand what 
they are entering – a communion with 
the presence of Christ, and to do so 
with an open heart and mind. Of course 
they cannot receive communion yet, 
so we will have to be their guide, and           
companion, in experiencing the beauty 
and the joy of the Eucharist together. 

CFJ 4th Anniversary Celebration

CFJ in pictures...



by Winda Widyanputri

CFJ as a whole is experiencing the change in leadership and turn-
ing the page over. 4 years, 6 ministries, over 100 members, and 
countless memories later the original founders, Sabrina Joseph 
and Nicholas Pudjiadi are turning the page to one chapter in their 
lives as they embark on another. While newly elected President 
and Vice President, Jessica Winarko and Dennis Widjaja are just 
about to start their chapter. 

How becoming CFJ’s new President and Vice President is 
God’s calling for them?

Jessica: One word: Obedience. Initially, I did not want to take the 
position as I wanted to focus on my career, but after several coun-
sels and readings, I was convinced that this is the path God wants 
me to take. It was the message to have faith and courage that 
God is good and He will provide which finally gave me the cour-
age to take up the task God has entrusted me. 

God’s timing is always perfect. When He speaks, the time to re-
spond in obedience is now. There is no such thing as postponing a 
decision with God. Either we obey, or we disobey. It is either faith 
or unbelief, obedience or disobedience. He knows us, and He is 
fully aware of our circumstances. Everything in our life up to now 
are gifts from Him used to build us for the purpose He has for 
us, and He extends His invitation knowing that His resources are 
more than adequate for any assignment He is going to give us. 

Catholic Fellowship Jakarta Newsletter

That is why the Scripture tells us God is concerned with our 
heart. If we do not keep our heart in love with Jesus, our dis-
obedience when God speaks could affect the lives of others. 
When God calls us to something, it is not for just today or to-
morrow -  it is always out of the universal context of eternity. 
We do not have to know all the implications of what He is 
asking- We just have to know that it is a word from almighty 
God, and believe that His call is never too tough for us, for 
He has prepared our life for this purpose. 

Dennis: In all honesty, I was ready - and looking forward - to 
my retirement from being a CFJ leader from the end of last 
term. I felt I can finally be relieved of the heavy yoke of re-
sponsibility, both physically and morally of being a leader of 
a church community, and returning to civilian life. But in a 
way, I know that might also mean going back to my old ways, 
and that also made me think: Do I want all the things I have 
done and learned for the past 4 years to go naught? 

Which was why when Jess asked me if I could help her as 
vice together with Nic, I knew saying yes was the right thing. 
I do not know if I am worthy for this position, but I realize 
what the right choice was. 

So my choice is to surrender to God, come what may, and 
hope I will not disappoint Him and all those who have put 
their trust in me. I surrender myself to God to guide me 
where He wants me to go, with the hopes that I will listen to 
His Holy Spirit along the way so I can always make the right 
choice. I have decided to follow Jesus, therefore there is no 
turning back.  

Their Vision and Mission for CFJ

Sabrina and Nic have left us with a wonderful body of Church 
which they had built and nurtured from zero into something 
we can be all proud of. Our mission is to make sure that our 
church continues to grow and bloom to its full potential. 
Maintaining the growth of a church will be harder than its 
initial establishment stage, as we believe that our power 
comes not from ourselves but from He who started it. 

We take heart and courageously move forward as we trust 
in His word that says “He who began a good work in you 
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” - 
Phil 1:6. During our leaders’ retreat, we have decided to say 
“Yes!” to Jesus in every way. We decided to make ourselves 
available and He will make us capable of pursuing the bigger 
will that He has planned for us. Our horizons expanded not 
only in Jakarta, but He said to “Go into all the world” and 
#CFJ4theWorld is born, using the vast talents and potentials 
present in our community to spread the light, the word and 
the love of Jesus across media, and ultimately across bor-
ders.

Conclusion
We are beyond grateful for the community Sabrina and Nic 
created under their leadership for the last 4 years. Over the 
years, CFJ has brought people together and bonded people 
through a single purpose: serving Him. And it will continue 
to do so under Jessica and Dennis’ leadership along with 
Nic’s guidance.  

As one chapter ends...
Another begins

Old & New Presidents : 
Dennis, Jessica, 
Sabrina & Nic 
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