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Get Involved !
Tuesday:
CFJ Choir Practice, 7 PM
Venue: Ambiente Jln Senopati No. 70
Contact Person:
Fransiska Darmawan
(+62812-8252-0070)
Wednesday:
CFJ Bible fellowship, 7 PM
Venue: Central or South or North
Jakarta, will be broadcasted
Contact Person:
Jessica Winarko
(+62815-9398-708)
CFJ Newsletter Team
Contact Person:
Tania Tanagra (+62818-778-393)
CFJ Kids
(weekly Sunday School)
Open to children the ages of 3-7
Venue: Gereja Katolik St. Perawan
Maria Ratu (Blok Q Church)
Time: 11 AM
Contact Persons:
Michelle Salim (+62818-0732-5678)
Cynthia Wijaya (+62812-8419-1388)

How to not fall asleep while..

PRAYING THE ROSARY
by Tania Tanagra
Pray with others
We all know that praying the rosary can seem tedious and sometimes it’s just a
little hard to gather the willingness to pray the rosary ourselves. Start by going
to bible fellowships or ask a friend to pray the rosary with you, better yet your
partner. There is so much power in praying together (Matthew 18:20 “For where
two or three gather in my name, there am I with them”). As couples, you get to
motivate each other and pray over your relationship. The same goes for friendships, praying together helps strengthen that bond and in a way is a mean of
great support.

Don’t sit on your bed
Try praying on the floor or at a table, it’s less comfortable and less likely to make
you fall asleep.
Do it in the morning
Wake up 20 minutes earlier and pray the rosary in the morning before you go
out and about to work or do other things. Always start your day well – start it
with a prayer!

JESUS,

I’M TELLING ON YOU TO YOUR MOM!
by Tania Tanagra

In difficult times, sometimes praying can seem pointless. We pray to Jesus to
take away the pain and troubles but our prayers just seem to go unheard. Our
trials and tribulations look more like a punishment instead of lessons to be
learned. This is not true of course, as Jesus understands us better than we do
ourselves.
When such feelings overcome you, don’t give up and stop praying or start hating
God. Praying the rosary to mother Mary could be a good “rebound”. The rosary
prayer is such a powerful prayer. Not only is it similar to meditation which everyone
raves about, but mother Mary definitely has power as she is the mother of Jesus.
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Tell her everything that you feel, you can “tattle tale” about Jesus to her. The act
of praying the rosary can calm you down, give you a chance to stop everything
that has been going on and just reflect on how you could grow. It’s just another
way of coping with the problems that just seems too hard, instead of giving up.

MARY,

MOTHER OF MERCY

by Cynthia H Wijaya

Did you ever wonder why we pray the Divine Mercy using the rosary?
Pope Francis declared last year as the Jubilee year of Divine Mercy, and he
began his very first homily in 2016 with “Salve, Mater Misericordiae”, which
translated, “Hail, Mother of Mercy”. He defined Mary as the Mother of Mercy
because firstly, she bore Jesus Christ, the face of divine mercy, in her womb.
Secondly, Easter has passed and all of us have been touched once more
through Jesus’ suffering and His passion on the cross. We came to understand
that He has sacrificed Himself for our sins, and how truly great His love is for
us.
Let us recall who was there with Jesus from birth until crucifixion.
Mother Mary. She was not just a witness, she ‘experienced’ it all with
Jesus as well. Imagine Mary’s sorrow at the foot of the cross seeing her
innocent son crucified. Try putting yourself in her position, seeing the
one you love being treated in the worst way possible. Would you not feel
infuriated, especially to those who are the direct source of your loved one’s pain?
However, Mother Mary does not harbor any anger nor resentment. How is that humanely possible? This is only made possible
because Mary understood the fullness of love. It is only by true love you are able to forgive. At the foot of the cross, Mary sees her
Son offering himself completely, showing His love to those who were crucifying him. This is the ultimate act of ‘Agape’ which is a
demonstration of what it means to love as God loves.
Since the annunciation, she surrendered her life to Him and led her life with unshakeable faith, knowing that her Son will rise into
Heaven so that we all will be saved. Therefore, she followed Jesus’s example and channeled her love and faith in God, where she
was able to forgive us who crucified her only and innocent son. She understood His love and hence her love became parallel to
her Son’s love. Mother Mary extended her love for us. Her joy in her Son’s resurrection allowed us to accept Jesus’s sacrifice with
true happiness. This is the gift that Mary bestowed upon us: the forgiveness that renews lives and offers the chance once more for
people to do God’s will.
It is not humanely possible to forgive people who inflicted the deepest scars in our hearts. But what we can learn from Mary is that
forgiveness knows no limits and is only possible with God. Love God with all of your heart and mind in order to understand the
fullness of love. You will learn to understand them, their reasons and God’s will in your life. As for your healing, it will come from
God (Read Psalm 107:19-21).

ASK DADDY D..
Answering your questions on being a modern Catholic

Dear Daddy D,
I want to go to confession but I am uncomfortable with sharing
my sins with strangers. Can you help me?
Shy Butterfly Clay
Dear Butterfly Clay,
Going to confession – especially the first time after a long time
– can be a daunting task for anybody. We often have difficulty
admitting our sins to close friends and family, thus the difficulty of sharing our sins with a stranger, albeit a priest, is perfectly understandable. But the first thing to remember is that
the principle of going to confession is to unburden your soul of
the sins that weigh heavy in your heart. As my old professor in
Edinburgh used to say, “a problem shared is a problem halved” –
and who better to share with than God (through the intercession
of a priest who does not judge). I suggest you start by confessing
“I have done things that are not pleasing in God’s eyes”, then let
it flow from there. Good luck!

Got any questions?
Email Daddy D at info@cfjakarta.com

Dear Daddy D,
My parents won’t go to English mass with me because they no
hablo Ingles. I love going to English mass with my CFJ friends,
but my parents insist that I go with them to Indo mass. How
to solve this dilemma?
Banana Boy
Dear Banana Boy,
Just go to mass twice, English mass with your homies and
Indo mass with your parents. Too easy.

Dear Daddy D,
My friends call me uncool for going to Church and Bible fellowship, and that has made me waver somehow in my commitment to CFJ. How can I strengthen myself?
Peer Presure Patty
Dear PPP,
Nobody said following Jesus is easy – in fact, our Lord JC expects us
to leave EVERYTHING behind in following Him (Matthew 16:24)?
I do realize that nowadays there can be very strong pressure
from friends who may think you’re square for being religious.
Best advice I can give you is to reflect on what you do with
these friends: are you happy doing things with them that they
consider “cool”? Do doing these things give your life meaning
and fulfillment? That said, the most important thing is to keep a
balanced life – you can do all the worldly stuff with your “cool”
friends, and also learn how to be closer to God with your CFJ
friends. If your “cool” friends mock you for being churchy, just
shake it off – you’re the one who knows best what is cool for
your heart, mind and soul.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
ACROSS
1 The angel’s name who told Mary she was pregnant with
the Son of God.
3 Mary’s husband.
5 A prayer dedicated to Mother Mary that starts with the
sentence: “Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary…”
6 The event when Mary received the news that she would
conceive and become the mother of Jesus.
7 A form of devotion in which five (or fifteen) decades of Hail
Marys are repeated, each decade preceded by an
Our Father and followed by a Glory Be.
DOWN
2 The feast day when we celebrate the belief that Virgin
Mary entered Heaven following her death.
4 The Son of God.

Month of Mother Mary

Pamela Lim’s Baptism arranged by CFJ’s CCD

FINDING HOME IN A CHURCH COMMUNITY
by Pamela Lim

Despite having many catholic family members, and attending a
catholic school, I was never particularly religious growing up. It
wasn’t until later on when I took a World Religions Class, that I
felt a want to know more about God. In the class, we explored
not just the Bible, but also the Quran, the Torah, the Vedas
scriptures, and one of the main ideas behind that class was to
expose us more to different views, and to increase respect and
understanding for other cultures. It certainly opened up my view,
and started my journey back to building a relationship with God.
Now at that point, I know that God exists, but I didn’t know how
to communicate with him. In the past, I used to think naively,
that if my connection with God was personal, then it should
be simple. Praying to him, and asking him for guidance it my
life, should be enough. But really, that’s like Earthlings pinging
messages into the Universe and fervently hoping for Martians
to respond.
So I found myself, after 18 years of studying and living abroad,
coming back to Jakarta. It felt less like coming home, and more
like settling in to a whole new life. Jakarta, though home to my
numerous family members, was foreign to me. As much as I love
to be back with family, there was also always this sense of dread
about being here, on numerous occasions, I wanted nothing
more than to move away.
But fortunately, I believe in God, and not Martians, and He
provided me with an answer to my prayers. After watching
poor me bungle around, coming off a year that I was very lost
and confused, not just about my faith, but also life in general,
he gave me an answer in the form of my cousin, Justine. She
was telling me about this community that she was involved
in building, the best part yet? In English. For youths. HELLO
FELLOW EARTHLINGS, and PRAISE THE LORD ALMIGHTY !

Over the next few months, I would go on to serve in choir,
attend bible fellowships, and unofficial gatherings, and
with different members learn more about the teachings of
Jesus Christ. We shared our experiences, our feelings, laughed,
cry, and celebrated our lives together. I was falling deeper
into my relationship with God with the help of my newfound
family. Without realizing it, I had swum away from the shallow
waters of the shore, and into the vast wideness of the ocean.
I had my life rafts around me, my catholic family who would
be there to keep pushing me on, to keep my head above
the waters when times got rough. So I never got scared, and
instead looked forward to the journey ahead, because God has
shown me that He will always be there. He has blessed me with
this wonderful, crazy support system. And when I did stumble,
again and again, I got up every single time with the help of
my family, and got back on the path that God has set for me.
When I was finally baptized, numerous members of my CFJ
family came to celebrate that special moment with me to
support me, with the choir family surprising me by offering up
their voices for the mass, and the joy that I felt at my baptism
was multiplied because of the joy that they felt for me as well.
God provides his answers in many different ways, in ways that
you can understand. For me, an extrovert, he knew the best
was to talk to me was by providing me with people around me.
Since I cultivated my relationship with God, I have also gained
a deeper understanding of myself, and have learned how to be
happier, and more comfortable with who I am. I also am less
afraid of what the future holds for me, and look forward to
my life here with both my biological family and my CFJ family.

