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CFJ Bible Fellowship 
Wednesday, 7 PM
Venue: Central or South Jakarta, 
will be broadcasted weekly
Contact Person: 
Kelvin Sutandar (+62 812-8183-4550) 

CFJ Choir Practice 
Tuesday, 7 PM
Venue: Ambiente Jln Senopati No. 70
Contact Person: 
Fransiska Dharmawan 
(+62 812-8252-0070)

CFJ Kids 
Weekly Sunday School, 11 AM
Open to children the ages of 3-7
Venue: Gereja Katolik St. Perawan 
Maria Ratu (Blok Q Church)
Contact Person:
Michelle Salim (+62 818-0732-5678)
Friska Ruslim (+62 812-6743-218)  

CFJ Mass Servers
Lectors & Altar servers
Contact Person:
Felicia Husada (+62 821-6101-9933)

CFJ Newsletter Team
Contact Person:
Anastasia Liando (+62 812-8800-0821)

CFJ Teens
Contact person:
Katya Kamdani (+62 815-8348-233)

CFJ Ushers & Audio Visual
Contact person:
Mardhika Riady (+62 818-717-325)

Get Involved !

   E   info@cfjakarta.com
  W  www.cfjakarta.org
        facebook.com/cfjakarta
        @catholicfellowshipjakarta

Around 73 years ago, our forefathers fought for the independence of our nation. 
They fought for our freedom and ability to make our own choices for ourselves, 
our nation and our future generations. The significance of this freedom is greatly 
celebrated on the 17th of August every year, and let it always be remembered what 
a truly rigorous and challenging feat it cost to attain the liberty of our country. By 
freedom, we are granted the right to shape our own lives and affect for the great-
er good, others’ lives as well. The desire for freedom or free will is inborn within 
all humans. We want to be able to choose for ourselves and our own happiness. 
God created men to be rational beings. He gave us the gift of free will so that we 
have that dignity as a person – a person who can initiate and control his/her own                        
actions. We are all made in the image of God. Humans are the only creatures that 
God has willed for their own sake. We are capable of understanding the order of 
things established by the Creator and have the freedom to direct ourselves toward 
different paths in life. 

Hence, free will has been ingrained in us since each of our very beginnings.              
However, what does the bible and/or our faith say about ‘freedom or free will’? 
Freedom and responsibility go hand in hand, because freedom is a great power. 
It is a strong force for human growth and maturity. You might hear this cliché                                      
saying ‘with great power comes great responsibility’, and this saying is ultimately 
true. Sadly, humans have continually abused this power for selfish reasons, thus    
often falling into sin. When God created Adam and Eve He gave them free will, and 
the unfortunate had to happen whereby both of them violated that gift by freely 
choosing to sin against God; they exercised their free will to choose to  disobey 
God’s command. Due to this original sin, men are no longer perfectly free and men’s     
freedom became limited and fallible; men’s freedom came tainted with sin. 

The slavery of sin was passed down through generations and generations. When 
Jesus Christ died on the cross and redeemed mankind from the sin that held us 
bondage, He has won salvation for us all. Nevertheless, as long as we are still alive 
on this earth, we shall face battles and choices between good and evil. Stained with 
the consequences of original sin, men must struggle through the fight against his 
natural inclination to sin, which is called concupiscence or sin of the flesh. Romans 
8:5-9 talks about setting our minds onto the things of the Spirit instead of the flesh, 
because the mind set on the flesh is hostile towards God and eventually leads to 
death. When a mind is set on the Spirit, we shall have a life and peace with Him. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ dwelling in him does not belong 
to Christ. The fight for independence should always be rooted with true and right         
intentions in our hear, according to God’s will. 

By Cynthia h wijaya

“Merdeka! Merdeka!”



by andrew wirawan

During the World Meeting of Families in United States in 2015, 
Pope Francis defined the meaning of a Catholic Family and he 
said, “The family is the fundamental locus of the covenant    be-
tween the Church and God’s creation.”

He intentionally used the word locus to emphasize the                
importance of putting family as the center and priority of 
one’s life. Family is where we, Catholics, learn about God and          
encounter Him through each other. Family is also where we 
learn to  practice the values that our Church teaches us, such 
as unconditional love, forgiveness and obedience. 

Family is indispensable for one  to find the purpose of his        
being. Family gives us the platform to grow and define our         
individual’s identity, and therefore it is so crucial to ensure that 
the values instilled in each family are meaningful and purpose-
ful. Therefore, when a family is fully aligned with the church 
and is able to exhibit all the characteristics of that church, it 
will help each of the family’s members to eventually fulfill their 
calling. That is supposed to be beyond our temporary time on 
this earth and it is known as the calling to holiness. 

Pope Francis wrote about “the saints next door” on his              
apostolic exhortation on “the call to holiness in today’s world.” 
and said he likes “to contemplate the holiness present in the 
patience of God’s people: in those parents who raise their   

children with immense love, in those men and women who 
work hard to support their families, in the sick, in elderly           
religious who never lose their smile.”

Holiness can be achieved not only through heroic and                
martyrdom actions, but instead through small gestures in 
our daily life, especially practiced in our family. One concrete                   
example of a family that through their simple commitment 
and full submission to the Lord and His Church can achieve             
holiness is the family of Saint Therese of Lisieux, the Little 
Flower. Her parents, Saint Louis and Zelie Martin, were the first 
spouses in the church’s history to be canonized as a couple in 
2015.

Their genius lay in how they accepted what happened to 
them: they accepted their own powerlessness, that God might 
be all-powerful in their lives. They taught the same radical               
openness and humility to all of their daughters, especially their         
youngest one, Therese. She became a saint because of them. 
They created an environment that invited her to holiness, and 
she responded freely to the invitation they offered her. 

May we all together with our family and through their                    
intercession can  respond to the invitation by our Lord to be 
holy and one with Him.

The calling for Families

According to 2 Corinthians 3:17 – “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” The Holy Spirit 
is a spirit of freedom and only when the Spirits rest in us are we able to find true freedom. Also, when we let the Spirit live in us 
we shall use our gift of free will to act with charity, to truly follow and live by Christ. In Colossians 3:1-4, St. Paul teaches us how to 
win against sin. Firstly, keep seeking the things above where Christ is seated. Secondly, keep thinking about the things above where 
Christ is seated. Lastly, remember that we have died and our lives are hidden with Christ in God, and that when Christ comes again, 
we will be revealed in glory with Him. Thus, keep fighting for our ultimate freedom – for it is a good and the only worthwhile fight 
- and do not let your lives be reigned by concupiscence and/or evil desires. 

CFJ Events: We Plant What We Eat CFJ Teens x Sekolah Alam gath-
ered for a day playing angklung

Farewell dinner for Gio, our Head 
of Lector, who are continuing his 
studies in Germany!

CFJ in pictures..



indonesia map challenge

Dear Daddy D,
What do I do if my duty as a citizen in following the govern-
ment’s law and policy seems to be at odds with Jesus’ teachings, 
which as His disciple I am expected to follow?
Miss Law and Order

Got any questions?
Email Daddy D at  info@cfjakarta.com

Answering your questions 
on being a modern Catholic

ask daddy d

However, we should conform our own behavior to the             
standard of the Church, and Jesus’ teachings.  Do not be 
afraid to say no to things you think are at odds with Jesus’                   
teachings, but also remember that the Bible taught us to be 
obedient – including to our elected leaders in government  
(Romans 13:1-7).Dear Miss LAO,

To paraphrase a quote from Amy Coney Barrett, what you do in 
your daily life is but a means to an end, and that end should be 
building the kingdom of God. In our life as a citizen, we cannot - 
nor should they try to - align our legal and political system with 
the Church’s moral teaching whenever the two diverge. Jesus 
clearly understood this issue when posed with the question of 
paying tax to Caesar (Mark 12:17).

give your best shot and name the provinces on the map below

Farewell dinner for Gio, our Head 
of Lector, who are continuing his 
studies in Germany!

Happy Birthday Rm. Adi! CFJ Teens
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KRISTA OEN
VICE OF CFJ KIDS, cfj CHOIR 

AND PRAISE AND WORSHIP

KOKOH LIE
CFJ MARKETING

Moving back to Jakarta after four years abroad was definitely 
an adjustment for me, but CFJ played a big part in making this 
city feel like home again. Although my serving simply started 
as a way for me to share my passion in music and teaching 
kids with others, I ended up finding something much more 
valuable: a community in Christ and a renewed closeness with 
God. I can only hope that more and more people will come 
and join the CFJ family and find a home like I did.

CFJ has been our home for the past 5 years. I call it as “home” 
because over the years I’ve witnessed we as the young          
catholics has grown so much together as one. Not only to 
serve, but also transformed into a support system for one an-
other. This is something very inspiring for my personal growth. 
By now, most of the CFJ members are more than just a friend; 
I proudly call them as my brothers and sisters in Christ.

CFJ IS home


