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Get Involved!
CFJ Bible Fellowship
Wednesday, 7 PM
Venue: Central or South Jakarta,
will be broadcasted weekly
Contact Person:
Kelvin Sutandar (+62 812-8183-4550)
CFJ Choir Practice
Tuesday, 7 PM
Venue: Ambiente Jln Senopati No. 70
Contact Person:
Fransiska Dharmawan
(+62 812-8252-0070)
CFJ Kids
Weekly Sunday School, 11 AM
Open to children the ages of 3-7
Venue: Gereja Katolik St. Perawan
Maria Ratu (Blok Q Church)
Contact Person:
Michelle Salim (+62 818-0732-5678)
Friska Ruslim (+62 812-6743-218)
CFJ Mass Servers
Lectors & Altar servers
Contact Person:
Felicia Husada (+62 821-6101-9933)
CFJ Newsletter Team
Contact Person:
Anastasia Liando (+62 812-8800-0821)
CFJ Teens
Contact person:
Katya Kamdani (+62 815-8348-233)
CFJ Ushers & Audio Visual
Contact person:
Mardhika Riady (+62 818-717-325)
E info@cfjakarta.com
W www.cfjakarta.org
facebook.com/cfjakarta
@catholicfellowshipjakarta

In the Catholic Church, the month of November is dedicated to the Holy Souls
in Purgatory. More specifically, the Church commemorates the souls who have
departed from this life, but have yet to enter heaven. This month’s topic strongly
resonates to me. Like many of you, I was sorrowed by the losses related to the
earthquake in Palu and by the devastating plane crash just off Bangka-Belitung. At
home, my family and I were shaken by the sudden passing of a beloved aunt. These
events shed light on the fragility of life, and led me wondering what happened to
these souls upon leaving earth.
What exactly is purgatory? According to the Vatican, purgatory is an intermediate
state after physical death in which some of those ultimately destined for heaven
must first “undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the
joy of heaven,” holding that “certain offenses can be forgiven in this age”. Purgatory
is not eternal. Only those who die in the state of grace but have not yet fulfilled
the temporal punishment due to their sin can be in purgatory. Therefore, no one
in purgatory will remain forever in that state nor go to hell. Its duration varies
according to the sentence pronounced at each particular judgment.
Why do we pray for the souls in purgatory? Per the words of the Scripture, it is a
holy and a wholesome thing to pray for the dead as this may loosen them from their
sins. In the Old Testament, prayers and alms were offered for the souls of the dead
by those who thought “well and religiously concerning the resurrection.” It was believed that it is “a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, that they may
be loosed from sins.”
What goes on in the church in November? Throughout November, the Church
prays for all who are in the purifying fires of Purgatory, waiting for the day when
they will join the company of the saints in heaven. The celebration of Mass is the
highest means the Church can provide for charity for the dead. The week of All Souls
Day is from November 1-8. If we visit a cemetery and pray for a soul in purgatory,
they a can be released by us - one on every one of those days.
So what can I do this month? The faithful on earth can relieve the suffering of the
souls in purgatory through our prayers, sufferings and penances. More specifically,
we can recite prayers that have indulgences attached to them. There are many indulgences, applicable only to the Souls in Purgatory, that can be obtained during the
month of November. There are plenary indulgences (meaning get out of purgatory
now!) attached to All Souls Day for visiting a cemetery obtained from November
1-8. A plenary indulgence (meaning get out of purgatory now!) is also granted when
the faithful piously visit a church or a public oratory on November 2. In visiting the
church or oratory, it is required, that one Our Father and the Creed be recited. A
partial indulgence can be obtained by devoutly visiting a cemetery and praying for
the departed, even if the prayer is only mental. One can gain a plenary indulgence
visiting a cemetery each day between November 1-8. It can also be obtained when
the Eternal Rest (Requiem aeternam) is prayed.
In light of the hardships in Indonesia this month, I highly encourage you to drop by
the church during the week of All Souls Day, from November 1-8. A quick prayer
could mean so much for your loved ones who have departed from this life.

Taking notes from St. Ignatius of Loyola:

trusting in God’s Plan

By Edward Kurniawan

In times of challenge, I question what God has in store me and how any of this could make sense. One day, I fell upon St. Ignatius
of Loyola’s story: it is a story of faith, and it changed the way I see obstacles.
Saint Ignatius of Loyola was born into a royal family in Basque, Spain during the middle ages. Like many young men, he wanted
to be a soldier. However, his legs were wounded during the Battle of Pamplona. From that point on, he lost his ability to walk and
had to abandon his dream of serving in the army. St. Ignatius’ loss was soul-crushing, but it also yielded a silver lining. During his
recovery, St. Ignatius devoured spiritual books and developed a newfound understanding of Faith. He realigned his purpose in life
to serve God and he came discovered the Jesuit order. He eventually fulfilled his dream of becoming a leader: he did not serve
as a General for the Spanish Army, but he was
recognized as a leading figure in the Catholic community across the globe. The
Jesuits were one of the most successful missionary orders in spreading the word of God in Asia, and St. Ignatius served as one of
its leaders.
Young Saint Ignatius was like many of us today: doted with a plan in mind, equipped with the right resources, and certain of his
future. However, God’s plan does not always go hand in hand with our plan. Sometimes things at work go south, loved ones leave
us, and we fail to meet expectations. Those moments in life make us question God’s plan: If He is so good, why does He let us
suffer? A sense of abandonment creeps in.
God lets certain things happen in our lives for our own good; He has bigger plans for us than we could ever imagine. Corinthians
13:12 states that, in time, we will see everything with perfect clarity. We can only see as far as our finite perspective, but what God
sees is far beyond that. Saint Ignatius was wounded in Pamplona, but God engineered a beautiful plan for him in Asia. Perhaps God
places failure in your way because He wants you to thrive in other ways. In the moment, we may not see God’s plan, but we will
understand His masterpiece by looking back and tying the dots together.
As per Jeremiah 29:11, God has plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. We all face our own
battles, but we must persevere and pray for The Holy Spirit to guide our way.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
ACROSS
3 All Saints Day is classified as a Holy day of ____.
5 All Saints Day is celebrated on the _____ of
November.
7 All Souls Day was originally celebrated during
______ season.
8 Is All Saints Day a Holy Day of Obligation?
DOWN
1 1 Day after All Saints Day is All _____ Day.
2 All Saints Day is celebrated 1 day after _____.
4 November falls during the liturgical season
known as _____ time.
6 November is represented by the liturgial color
_____.

By Raymond tjahjono

ALL SAINTS DAY

ask daddy d

Answering your questions on being a modern Catholic
Dear Daddy D,
Is it okay if I go to other churches’ services and/ or Bible
studies? And what should I do if they are teaching materials
that are in contrary with the dogma of the Catholic Church?
Ecumenical Ed
Dear E.E.,
God gave us free will and intelligence for many good reasons
– one of them is so we can discover ways we can become
closer and achieve a deeper relationship with Him. God has,
and will, never prevent us from taking in other perspectives
and opinion, especially in relation to man’s relationship with
God. Some people may say that having so many different
denominations is to the detriment to God’s Church on earth;
however we should not shun this diversity, but to learn from
each other, with the common goal of paving our way to the
Kingdom of Heaven.

Thus I would support you if you want to attend services and
Bible studies from other denominations, but make sure you
are strongly grounded in the teachings of the Catholic Church,
so you will come out of it more enlightened instead of filled
with uncertainty over what is right, or anger when your
principles are opposed. I strongly encourage dialogue with
other denominations as it can broaden your horizons; we
should also talk to non-Christians, agnostics and atheists!

Got any questions?

Email Daddy D at info@cfjakarta.com
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Singing with joy
On Saturday, October 12th 2018, the CFJ Choir performed its first concert at Soehanna Hall in South Jakarta. The event, titled
“Transformation in Christ”, was a benefit concert towards Komunitas Peduli Kasih Sumba. The Choir sang an array of songs, from
Latin hymns to Swahili renditions of Gospel classics. In between songs, guest speakers shared their life-transforming events that
strengthened their faith. By the end of the night, CFJ President Jessica Winarko announced that the proceeds from the event
amounted to over IDR 200,000,000, enabling the construction of one church and two wells in Sumba.
My name is Steven Swandono and I joined the CFJ Community in July 2018. In August, I was informed that the Choir would be
throwing a benefit concert in October, requiring the team to master ten new songs in less than three months. The preparation
towards the concert was unforgiving: we had to uphold our commitments to previous songs, master performing new pieces, and
keep our full-time jobs. Nevertheless, this experience was incredibly enriching.
One of the most inspiring things throughout this journey was witnessing the team’s dedication. Our members hail from an array of
different professions: some are paving up the corporate ladder, some lead factories in across Greater Jakarta. Nonetheless, every
member committed two to four of their weeknights to deliver a stellar performance. Additionally, some members even organized
their own sectional practices to further master the trickier pieces. Choir leaders were confronted with additional stresses, as they
were charged of bringing the entire performance together. Leading up to the concert, my days were a lot longer but the choir
developed a sense of solidarity and camaraderie that inspired us practice harder.
On the day of the show, everyone was anxious, but our Choir Leader, Fransiska Darmawan, reminded us of an important truth:
“we are here to spread joy and hope, and as long as we can sing joyfully, the concert is a success”. I remembered that the CFJ Choir
welcomes all people that seek to praise the Lord. As such, we don’t strive to hit every note perfectly. Instead, we focus on devotion
and singing with Joy and the benefit concert itself had become the cross that we bear.
This event’s initial purpose was to help the Sumbawans. But in my opinion, throughout this journey, CFJ grew as a community and
we are readier than ever to serve Him.

Steven swandono
CFJ choir
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