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Get Involved!
CFJ Bible Fellowship
Wednesday, 7 PM
Venue: Will be broadcasted weekly
Contact Person:
Kelvin Sutandar (+62 812-8183-4550)
CFJ Choir Practice
Tuesday, 7 PM
Venue: Ambiente Jln Senopati No. 70
Contact Person:
Fransiska Darmawan
(+62 812-8252-0070)
CFJ Kids
Weekly Sunday School, 11 AM
Open to children the ages of 3-7
Venue: Gereja Katolik St. Perawan
Maria Ratu (Blok Q Church)
Contact Person:
Krista Oen (+62 813-8108-8798)
Friska Ruslim (+62 812-6743-218)
CFJ Mass Servers
Lectors & Altar servers
Contact Person:
Felicia Husada (+62 821-6101-9933)
CFJ Newsletter Team
Contact Person:
Anastasia Liando (+62 812-8800-0821)
CFJ Teens
Contact person:
Katya Kamdani (+62 815-8348-233)
CFJ Ushers & Audio Visual
Contact person:
Mardhika Riady (+62 818-717-325)

E info@cfjakarta.com
W www.cfjakarta.org
facebook.com/cfjakarta
@catholicfellowshipjakarta
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Koinonia
As we celebrate CFJ’s 6th anniversary, I could not help myself but to reflect upon
one of the pillars that founded our Church, ‘Koinonia’. A Greek word that translates to fellowship, communion or participation, but personally I believe that
the only way one can truly understand what it means is to experience and become a part of it.
Let’s start with the word ‘Catholic’, it was derived from the Greek word ‘Katholikos’ which means ‘universal or whole’. The first evidence of the word was
found in the Letter to the Smyrnaeans written by St. Ignatius of Antioch in the
2nd century. After St. Peter, he was the second bishop of Antioch (present day
Turkey), the first Christian church. He wrote “Wherever the bishop shall appear,
there let the multitude also be, even as, wherever Jesus Christ is, there the
‘Katholikos’ Church is”. At that time he introduced the word as a form of embrace to all people. Therefore, the word ‘Katholikos’ was first used as an invite
to Christendom as a whole.
Koinonia is used many times in the bible, but one that sparks a great interest to
me is in Acts 2:42: “And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and
the fellowship (koinonia), to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” Everything
is put together into this one verse written by St Paul; ‘apostolic teachings’, ‘fellowship’, the ‘breaking of bread’ and ‘prayers’. I could not be more surprised
when I read it because Koinonia truly consists of all that put together, and these
represented the foundations of our faith that we share with our brothers and
sisters in Christ.
For instance, the apostles’ teachings were drawn from their experiences with
Jesus. This was made into physical form through the Bible. We can read the
Bible by ourselves, but you will find yourself lost with many questions on how
to accurately interpret it. Fellowship in the church, in Christ, assist us in comprehending God’s words to a much fuller understanding. Also, to share God’s word
is to share His love with others. We should always read the Bible based on love.
The Bible consists of love stories and struggles between man and God, and a
summary of it would be that God loves each and everyone of us unconditionally. As for prayers, intercessions are more powerful than many of us think. In
James 5:6, it is stated that we should pray for each other, for a prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. Prayer is a form of spiritual support that
has immense strength in helping one’s soul to connect with God. This is why it is

important that we pray with and for each other. Furthermore, the communion or the breaking of the bread that we
share symbolizes our partaking in the body of Christ, which means that we are all interconnected with each other
through Christ, once more emphasizing on togetherness and unity.
Jesus says for us to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. He did not say we should love only the ones we choose
to love, He made no single exception. Everyone is worthy of our love, and this impartial and universal value translates to our communion and the Christian faith. This is the biggest difference between Christian fellowship and any
other fellowships out there. To claim you are a Christian is to claim all of its values and teachings, and that includes
the unconditional and outreaching love we should have for everyone. “There is no greater love than to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends.” - John 15:13. What does laying down your life mean? We often hear the phrase ‘I would
take a bullet for you’, and we immediately take this in a very large and literal sense. However, sacrifices starts small
and it can slowly turn to something bigger. To lay down your life consist of laying down your time, efforts and heart
for another person. Sometimes we get so caught up in our own lives and issues that we forget there are many people out there who are having a much more difficult time compared to us. This selfless act requires us to relent our
pride and to give in to the fullness of love. This is the love that ideally should be shared in a Christian community.
However, obviously none of us are perfect, no community is perfect and sometimes we fail to love when it is most
needed. What matters more is how we get back up again, and there is no way that there is not one single person
that can help to lift you and your spirits up. This person prays for you, shares with you God’s love and His teachings
so that you have a bigger meaning and understanding of life, goes through the ups and downs of life together and
spiritually strengthen you. This person would make time to help you even if it is inconvenient for him/her. That person is your community, a part of Christ’s body, and most importantly you are called to be that person.
The universal calling to become ‘one’ goes beyond the doors of our homes, our current friends and nations’ borders. This is why our Church’s doors are always open to the universe, and it is so important that we embrace this
true distinctive value of Katholikos. Segregations happen from small to large scales, we can choose to become the
mediator or separator in the Christian faith. I recently met a girl from a different denomination. She told me that
compassion is a muscle that needs to be trained, and I thought to myself… those are very true words that everyone,
not just Christians, can live by. It is true that it takes practice to lay down your life for a friend, compassion is built
not bought or given. Compassion is Jesus on the cross who died for not only our sins but everyone’s in the past, present and future. Therefore, we should ask ourselves… do we answer to the call of Christ that beckons us to spread
His love to everyone and hence call ourselves Christians, or are we still floating on the surface level when it comes
to understanding Christ?

THE 12 DISCIPLES
crossword puzzle
Across
2. Asked Jesus to show him the Father.
(Read John 14 : 8-9)
3. Jesus told him to care of His mother, Mary.
7. Replaced Judas Iscariot
10. Doubting _________
11. He denied Jesus after the rooster crowed

Down
1. Another name for Peter
4. Philip told him he had found Jesus.
Jesus said He saw him under a tree.
5. ________Iscariot
6. Tax Collector
8. Peter’s brother

9. Son of Zebedee, brother of John

MY CFJ Journey
I joined CFJ during its inception 6 years ago, although I wasn’t
one of the first members. In fact I joined by coincidence –
none of the CFJ leaders were in town for Lebaran and thus I
was asked to help out since I know some of the leaders then.
CFJ was my first community – previously I scoff at the thought
of joining church groups, considering them to be for people
who do not have more interesting things to do. Joining CFJ has
taught me, however, the importance of community in your
life of faith – that it is not enough to just pray to God and go
to mass regularly as an individual, for we always need fellow
believers to strengthen us, to help keep our faith dynamic instead of stagnating. Joining CFJ have opened me up to new
ways of living my faith that I have not considered, or even
avoided, before such as studying the Bible, joining praise and
worship sessions, and going to retreats regularly.
-Dennis Widjaja-

I have been with CFJ for almost 6 years now. Starting from
knowing zero novenas to now understanding it was my journey with CFJ.
As the head of events, it made me more aware of my surroundings- CFJ is always looking for places that needs help.
It so wonderful to see how we can also be the middle-man
to connect the givers & those in need. Events that CFJ held
always gave a euphoric feeling to the volunteers, increasing
their spiritual developments also.
Being part of CFJ have made me learn to be more dependent
on Him and to be more patient. CFJ members are all so supportive and caring, I personally really enjoyed sharing my
laughters and tears with them. They are my supporting pillar
and i call them my family.
- Jacqueline UtomoWe are called to be faithful. However, I found myself
challenging to provide time with God because my past works
have consumed a lot of time. I worried so much about my future. Joining CFJ community and leadership has helped me in
growing my understanding of Catholic’s teaching and my faith
in God. Through CFJ, I realize that Jesus reminds us not to worry like in Luke 12:22-34. Jesus reminds us we need to seek the
Kingdom of God first, then the rests shall be given to us.
Some people might think that you can’t work hard and serve in
the community at the same time. Apparently, it is totally wrong.
When I serve in a catholic community, like CFJ, I can grow your
faith. The more faith I have, the more I understand that my daily
works and my relationship with God complement each other.
When we commit our way to God, He will guide us. We can do
great things in this world through God who gives us strength.
-William Suryawan-
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